Surname:

First Name(s):

Army Number:

Fosdick Barbara W/74662
Maiden name (if | Name used during service: Rank:
applicable): Private / Gunner (Volunteer)
Mason
Mason
Main base: Training base: Enrolled
at:
Various Honiton, Devon
Oswestry Ack Ack Training Taunton, Somerset
Anglesey Firing Camp
Platoon/Section: Company/Battery: Group/Regiment: Command:
473 Battery 133 (M) H.A.A. Royal Ack Ack
463 Battery Artillery
670 Battery
RHQ
Year(s) of Reason for discharge: Trade:
service:
Demobilised Spotter
12/8/1941 to Telephonist - Plotter
20/4/1946
Uniform Issued: | Photo:

Jerkin
Battledress
blouse
Slacks
Shirts
Boots

Cap
Greatcoat
Steel helmet
Respirator
Jacket
Skirt
Underwear
Shoes
Stockings

Barbara Mason aged 17
Spotter on Duty when enemy plane destroyed
(Press photo, Newcastle)




Description of e We did rotating shifts — 8 hours — 24 hours a day.
daily tasks: e As a Spotter | identified all aircraft and directed instruments.

e As a Plotter Telephonist | tracked enemy aircraft.

o Few fatigues as we worked many nights — we seldom stayed in one city for long,
but went where the blitz was heaviest.

Pay book: (Paybook damaged by water —copy from records office)
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Memorable ¢ | was on duty as a Spotter when enemy aircraft attacked ships around Newcastle.
moments: Our section ‘Tyne Orange’ was the first Battery to bring down a plane using
women to direct the guns. | had been in Ack Ack for only 3 months and was 17
years old.

e They were terrible times and good times and we made lasting friendships that
continue to this day. When our guns ‘stood down’ in 1945 many of us were sent
to Aldershot as storewomen in the Royal Army Ordnance Corps and to await
demob. Mine came in April 1946.




Photos:

New recruits at Honiton, Devon
August 1941




